


Che Gospel Herald, 


« Fear nol; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 












































LI. NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1821. NO. 29. 
—— —- ee er 
fo rae Eptror op tHe Gosrer Hrraco. a miserable existence through this life, then to 





Se—1 rejoice that there is such a goodly num- | be sent to hell, to be tormented as long as God 
er of Writers engaged in the cause of truth, as it| himself exists. If this is not blasphemy,! do not 
«in Jesus. When I received your prospectus ae know what is. The good old Book tells me, that 
sblishing the Gospel Herald, I concluded by the | the “ wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
nails that Universalism would be the groundwork | eternal life.’ That God's “tender mercies are 








| of it, which was the only inducement I had in ta-| over all his works.” Our Saviour says, “All 
’ ting it, for this has been my belief for upwards of|the Father giveth me shall come to me, and 
oy years past. In this belief | have not follow-|him that cometh to me I will in nowise cast 


oj the traditions of my ancestors, for they were! out. And this is the Father's will who hath sent 
rpiseopalians. I have taken my creed from the | me, that of all which he hath given me I should 
sible, which I wish all to do, and not follow the} lose nothing, but should raise it up again the last 
vaditions of the elders. I do not pin my faith on | day.” If the Father hath given all things into the 
wy one’s belief. The more I read my Bible, the | hands of his Son, and all which the Father hath 
srunger is my faith in Universalism. I should be | given him shall come to him, then all must come ; 
very much pleased to be placed in a situation | «nd he declares he will in nowise cast them off. 
hat | could attend to their preaching, but it has| This is what supports me in the decline of life— 
been my unhappy situation that I have heard but |‘« In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust, let me never 
few sermons oa Universal Salvation in my life. | be put to confusion. Show me a token for good, 
ryere is a number more with me, who are placed | that they which bate me may see it and be asham- 

We live on an island,” | ¢d, because thou, Lord, hast holpen me and com- 

T. P. 


athe same predicament. 
where a Universal preacher never set his foot, and | forted me. 
—>>_—_ 
to my knowledge FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
it i {nr ¥ slievi P -~- tos 
Mr. Editor, as before observed, it is forty years | Mr. Epivor—Believing that every exposition 
At that time 1| Of the arts aud intrigues of wicked and designing 


° ° . } 
where the sound of his voice was never oe 
1 


doce | embraced Universalism. 
found but very few that I dared open my mind to | P7tsts, will tend to liberalize and improve the 
en the subject ; but, blessed be God, the time has | ™i"d, 1 forward you the following brief statement 
arrived, that I dare espouse the cause of truth be- | of facts for publication. 

fore a frowning world. I rejoice that light is There is now exhibiting at the house of the 
breaking through the dark ages of superstition| Rev. Mr. A. at Pine Plains, Dutchess County,, ¢ 
| WOODEN GOD, ssid to have been imported by 


and tradition, and that the Gospel is now preach-} _ ; 
ed in its native purity in various parts of the Uni- | the “ Missionary Establishment,” for the further- 
ted States. It is my belief, that the day is noi) 4"°® of their object, and for securing the salva- 
far distant, when Calvinism and Hopkinsiauism | ion of some few of the “poor heathen.” The 
will not be heard in our land, This is my prayer| Rev. Gentleman has an apartment appropriated 
and wish ; for I think them licentious and blas- for receiving this Idol, that engrosses some consi- 
phemous ; notwithstanding I believe there are | derable of his attention, and, with magic power, 
wany well-meaning, good Christians among them. forces from the pockets of visiters their small 
But { would ask, Is there a Christian in the world, | change. The image has a string suspended about 
‘its neck, to which is attached a small bag, into 
iwhich the visitant is commanded to east his shil- 





of any denomination, that would send any one 
of the human family to a hell, to be tormented as 


long as God himself exists? 1 anticipate their an- | 8°: TT P ' 
swer-—-NO! Is there one that would condne any | I am credibly informed, that this god was made 


of his offspring or servants in a dungeon, with a with bands, and carved by the device of certain 
swarm of voracious insects, to be tormented by | P!0US men (in this country,) who pretend to have 
them during life? 1 think they will answer in the} S"#t concern for the souls of their fellow-beings. 
negative; notwithstanding I hear some of them |! this there can be no doubt with the reflecting 

and candid part of the community. Men may as 


say, that our Heavenly Father has created milli- 
ons of millions of human beings, and placed them well make gods, as to represent the eternal Jeho- 


here, foreknowing that they would be incorrigible vah as more cruel, more unmerciful, and more 
sinners, suffer losses and crosses, pains, diseas-| Partial than his Satanic majesty. Every art that 
es, and death itself, and, after lingering out|¢®” be invented, and every expedient that can be 
devised, is resorted to, to support a cause that is 


* Martha's Vineyard. , Vased in falsehood, and supported by superstition, 
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prejudice, and bigotry. Men are very fond of ~J 


novation. It is not astonivaing then, that curiosi- 


ty should lead <ome few persons to the house of 


the Rev. Mr. A. to see a being to whom he pays 
daily homage. Now, Mr. Editor, is it not aston- 
ishing, that men of learning and reason, after they 
have thundered the most terrific denunciations in 
the ears of their fellow-men, and painted, in Mil- 
ton’s strains, the tortures of an endless hell, should 
frame wooden images for the purpose of carrying 
on a cause the most detestable, and cruel, that 
ever assailed the ears of moral intelligents ? 

Thanks to our heavenly Parent, the period is not 
far distant, that will bury their dogmas, and illib- 
eral notions in the shades of eternal oblivion. — 
Arise, then, ye enlightened and liberal religionists, 
in your majesty, and shake to pieces the tottering 
fabric of false and cruel religion. No longer suf- 
fer gross impositions from those men that threaten 
you with endless torture for not subscribing to 
their wretched creeds, and believing their cruel 
and absurd doctrines. Onesimvs. 


a ee 
For tue Gosprt HEeRap. 


To the Rev. ALEXANDER M‘CLELLAND. 

Having heard that you would take notice of the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, on Sunday the 
30th Sept. last, 1 was induced to be one of your 
bearers. 

After you had given your text, St. Jolin vi. 68 
you observed, you had taken notice, on a forme: 
occasion, of certain views or schemes, entertained 
among us, and it was now your duty to show the 
fallacy of others, or words to that effect; and it is 
with pleasure I have to say, 1 think you showed 
With great clearness the absurdity of our depend- 
ing on our own morality for eternal life, for this is 
agreeable to reason, as well as the plain testimony 
of Scripture, which declares, Eternal life is the 
gift of God. When you came to speak of the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, you observed you 
did not think there was an individual in that as- 
sembly, who did not wish it were true. I would 
now ask you a few plain questions, to which I 
hope you will give plain answers to the people, 
over whom you profess to have charge, as a ser- 
vant of the God of truth and love. Was the wish 
that the doctrine of Universal Salvation (or Uni- 
versal love) were true, a benevolent wish? If it 
was, who dictated it? I hope you will not answer, 
the devil ; for that would be acknowledging him a 
benevolent being, under the influence of love, 
which, I presume, is not your view. If you an- 
swer, God, which I think you must, then you are 
bound to show, how a God of infinite wisdom, 
and Almighty power, can be defeated in the ob- 
ject of his benevolence. 

When you spoke of Universalists, I presume you 
had in your mind that Society in this city, ef which 
Mr. Mitchell is the Pastor, and all the observations 
you made were calculated to mislead your people 
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respecting the doctrine he teaches, for ever, Word 
you uttered went to convey the idea, that they did 
not depend upon Christ Now, s, 
far is this from being the truth, | would inform yo» 
that I have been a regular hearer for not less thea 
twelve years, and know Mr. M. has uniforn v 
taught, that “there is no other name given Under 
heaven, or among men, whereby we must be s 
ved, but the name of Jesus Christ,” and answex 
with Simon Peter in your text—*“ Lord, to Whom 
shall we go? for thou hast the words of eternal jig 

It then follows, if I am correct (which you can eqs. 
ly know) that when you informed your people it 
was a dangerous doctrine, you was under a great 
mistake, for surely, you did not wish they shoul 
consider it dangerous to depend on Christ for sal 
vation. 

I assure you, I have no desire to misrepresent , 
word you have said, but to show, in part, that yoy 
have erred ; and it is a consolation for me to knoy 
that notwithstanding we do not thiuk alike, tha 
you are beloved of God, the common Father, an¢ 
that you will arrive at the end of your creation— 
“to glorify God, and enjoy him forever.” W 


for salvation. 


 — 

REVIEW of the Cunistian’s Vape-Mecoy, | 
Hoorer Cummine, A. M, 
(Continued from p. 215.) 

Mr. C. introduces Matt. xxv. 46. as follows~ 
“ The very same declarations of the Bible which 
reveal the duration of heavenly happiness, also 
reveal the duration of the torments of the wicked 
In that remarkable passage, which you will find at 
the close of the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew, 
the very same word which, in the original Greek 
denotes the eternity of the joys of paradise, js 
used to express the never-ending miseries of the 
damned. ‘ And these shall go away into everlast 
ing punishment ; but the righteous into life eter 
nal.’” And adds—* Our translators appear not t 
have been aware, that in any succeeding age,a clas 
of men would be so presumPTuous as to allempt to 
instruct their fellow-mortals in the knowledge of the 
Scriptures, while urTERLY IGNORANT of the langua- 
ges in which they were originally given to the 
world: men who would play upon words, and at- 
tempt to prove that everlasting did not mean eler 
nal; and, therefore, to avoid tautology, they (who’) 
rendered the same Greek word indifferently ever 
lasting and eternal. And the Universalist, who 
would, from this difference of translation, under 
take to show that the wicked will not for ever be 
tormented, can, with the same ease, prove, and 
from the same verse too, that a period will arrive 
when the bliss of God’s redeemed will terininate.’ 
Now is not this cowardice and slander ? Mr. C. nor 
none of his profoundly learned coadjutors bave 
dared to meet us in the open field of fair investiga 
tion! No! They first misrepresent our principles, 
and then, in the greatness of their strength, fight 
a man of straw of their own creation. We repeat 


it, Mr. @. bas not, with all his profundity of wit 
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» doved to attack our principles! No! Not 


gen in ambush! He has forged principles—held 


om up to public view as the doctrine and senti- | 
sands, are far greater than any which can result to 


nts of Universalists, and then, thrown all the 

he could muster! Is this honourable or con- 
gent? No! And so long as truth is requisite to 
wbstantiate, or candour or honesty, is used in 
dving, so long these miserable efforts of unbe- 
ievers will revert, with disgrace, to themselves. 

Should Mr. C. 

Vade-Mecum,” or bless the world with the fruits 

of bis mighty genius, in any shape, in future, he 
yill have an opportanity to show his courage, and 
mauifest his honesty, by attacking real, and not 
imaginary, principles! And should he decline an- 
ewering us, on the principle of the great inequa- 
lity which exists, between a learned Doctor, who 
is Master of Arts, and can tell Greek from English, 
to say nothing of the purity of his “ renovated” 
nature—of his “ possessing more sin than holiness” 
—having “ believed at all”— loved at all” —“fol- 
jowed some degree of holiness”—and “repented— 
feared hell! in some degree,”—and a “ totally de- 
praved Universalist, “who is not a Christian, and 
uterly ignorant,” we tell him candidly, that pru- 
jence would point to a different course ; for his 
dignity and holiness is full as liable to be injured 
y stagnation in the retirement of religious pride, 
packed down with self-righteousness, as in the 
nen air , and “ seized with a noble phrensy.” 

We remark with the more freedom, from the 
conviction, that it is of consequence in ferreting er- 
ror from its hiding-places, whether it is sheltered 
behind diplomas and titles, or a holiness, which is 
indebted for ite purity to an outrageous perversion 
of terms and languages, to examine thoroughly 
ihe premisses and principles of our assumed judges, 
and, like the cherub in Eden, turh the sword every 
way, and guard the tree of life and truth from the 
varied and incessant machinations of its enemies. 

It isa truth, and we freely acknowledge it, that 
Universalists have no temptation or inducement 
whatever, to misrepresent the principles of Calvin- 
im. They are, already, as bad as words can make 
them! In fact, their detestable deformity is seldom 
exposed to the world, in all their blackness ; from, 
we presume, a feeling inherent in all mea, which 
isshocked al their injustice, and inexpressible eru- 
ely’ And Calvinists, as if tremblingly alive for 
the reputation of their soety hypothesis, avert an 

investigation of their own crooked doctrines, by 
continually preg@nting for public gaze, what they 
would, charitably, we wish we could say, have 
considered as the errors of others. There may be 
a virtue, of some kind or other, in forbearance, 
which some make a merit of, and therefore avoid 
ail discussion, rather than risk the consequences. 
And consequences too, which, at the worst, are 
personal exertions, and the necessity of hearing 
unpleusant sayings. The noise of the exploding 
powder would furnish a poor excuse for the soldier 
who should refuse todo his duty in time of action. 


“ones 


publish another edition of his'| 





| The evils resulting from misconstructions, bandied 
jabout the world by titled preachers, and, unan- 


swered, leave impressions on the minds of thon- 


an individual, from any efforts he may make to 
obviate them. 

Opposers of the salvation of God are systema- 
tizing their exertions, and by misrepresentations, 
too often, we fear, wilfully made, slander those 
whom they dare not meet in the open field of fair 
investigation. The same spirit which dictated the 
thunders of the Roman Vatican, and fulminated 
from the papal chair, bulls of wrathful excommu- 
nication, now, restrained by the secular arm, vo- 
mit from the pulpit, (which has become a little 
theological volcano) wordy fire and brimstone! 
Threatenings of endless burnings, are the weapons 
which, dignified with the appellation ef “ dlarm- 
ing sermons,” and in conjunction with the watch- 
word “no Christian,’ are now made use of, to 
operate, as an emetic, upon the purse of the com- 
munity, and sustain clerical magnificence and dig- 
nity. How long this system of religious buckan- 
eering will continue, and men, professing to be the 
meek and lowly followers of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, usurp the “ uppermost rooms at feasts, and 
the chief seats ‘n the synagogues,” and in luxury 
and extravagance, waste more money in one year 
than would have maintained Christ's twelve disei- 
ples, including the avaricious Judas, for two, time 
alone will determine. 

When a criminal, notorious for his crimes and 
his riches, the fruit of his eppression, was arraign- 
ed before a Roman tribunal, and it was suggested 
that his money would buy off justice, the intrepid 
advocate for the injured exclaimed, “I will make 
one thing evident to the world, that what is want- 
ing in this case shall not be a criminal, nor a pro- 
secutor, but justice, and adequate punishment!” In 
answer to the suggestions of experience, relative 
to the disposition so prevalent in the world, to 
sanction error, and decry the truth, we declare, 
that what shall be wanting in this case, shall not be 
truth or evidence, but understanding to discern, and 
honesty to confess it. Titled propagators of error, 
who bask in the sunshine of popular favour, court 
the smiles of men, and exult in the cherished idea 
of the miseries, never-ending miseries of millions, 
are not the characters which reason cr probability 
will authorize a prospect of reform in conduct, or 
alteration in principle. The arrogant assumption 
in the case before us, where thousands of men, 
whose only crime, in distinction from their fel- 
lows, is a belief that “ God is good to all, and that 
his tender mercies are over all his works,” are 
stigmatized as not being Christians, and pronoun- 
ced,en mass, “ufterly ignorant,” &c. is sufficient ev- 
idence of the truth and expediency of our remarks. 
It is those of common humanity—whose milk of 
human kindness bas not been curdled by the fero- 
cious and brutal principles of the destroyer of 
Servetus—who, having read and remembered the 
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divine command, “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour | ted, (and we tell the sticklers for endless; —— 
as thyself,” are not devoid of feeling, and cherish | that they must admit it,) and their hypothesis 
@ sympathetic regard for all, and wish and desire | gone with the years beyond the flood, 
their happiness: in a word, it is those who are (To be Continued.) 
willing to enter the kingdom of heaven; and not — 
like the Pharisees of old, neither enter themselves,| To tHe Epiror oF re Gosptr Heaary. 
nor suffer others, who, under God, are expected to} Sik—I have never seen any comment on sais) 
be willing recipients of his mercy, and to rejoice | xiv. 29—31. “ Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina 
in the glorious prospect of that merey being ex-| because the rod of him that smote thee is broke 
tended to a fallen, sinful world. Presuming that| for out of the serpent's root shall come for) ‘ 
no farther apology is necessary for the length of/ cockatrice, and his fruit shall be a fiery flying x, 
our remarks, we proceed to the consideration of|pent. And the first-born of the poor shall feed, 
the passage in question. and the needy shall lie down in safety ; and I wij 
The definition of the English words eternal and | kill thy root with famine, and he shall slay thy 
everlasting, in the translation of Matt. xxv. 46, is} remnant. Howl, O gate; cry, O city ; thou, wholp 
altogether foreign to our purpose. They may mean | Palestina art dissolved: for there shall com, 
five minutes, or an endless duration ; and, at the|from the north a smoke, and none alone in his 
same time, have nothing to do with the question|@ppointed times.” My opinion is, that by Pales. 
under discussion. The question plainly stated is,|tina isto be understood the church from Ada - 
Does the word awvov, in this passage rendered |all men, who are the recipients of the promis 
everlasting and eternal, mean an endless or limited made in Eden. And, although the rod is broken 
duration? Mr. C. in p. 152, declares, that “ the from the sting in the flesh, yet there comet) forth 
phrase #5 atwvas acwvwr, is, in every instance,|@ cockatrice, (Calvinism,) and a fiery flying ser. 
applied both in the Septuagint version of the Old| pent, (Predestination, or Reprobation.)  Siill, | 
Testament, and in the original Greek of the New| ™May be wrong. May not the first-born be beliey. 
Testament, to an unlimited duration. It is never| ers? and the needy, those who are out of the way 
used to express a different idea.” We ask Mr. C.| through ignorance? Your ideas on this passage 
if the last phrase means an unlimiled duration,| Will oblige yours, &c. W.C. 
how long does as»ov mean ? It is impossible to ANSWER. 
construct or conceive of words, which will con-| The reader, by attentively examining the whole 
vey an idea of more than an endless duration !| of the 13th and 14th chapters, will be persuaded 
Therefore Mr. C. on his own premisseS, must limit} that the destruction of Babylon is the thing spoken 
the word atwov! There is no possible alterna- | of. Immediately adverting to the passage under 
tive. Sophistry will avail nothinghere. If it re-| consideration, we understand the inspired writer 
quires the phrase &¢ auwwas auorey to express an|to convey the following admonition to the people 
endless duration, the term in Matt. xxv. 46, of in- of Israel—Babylon, thy destroyer, shall be destroy- 
evitable necessity, means a limited duration. Andjed. Bat, in view of the judgments of God upon 
if this word means an endless duration, then the | the Jews, and the destruction of their city by the 
phrase quoted from Rev. xiv. 11. means more,|Roman armies, the prophet says, “ Rejoice not 
end that is impossible!!! Relative to the Greek | thou whole Palestina, because the rod that smote 
copy, or Septuagint version, it is proper to re-|thee, (Babylon,) is broken: for out of the ser. 
mark, that it is only a translation from the origin- pent’s root skall come forth a cockatrice, and his 
‘al Hebrew into the Greek ; and the testimony to/ fruit a fiery flying serpent.” (Worse than Babylon, 
be obtained in this case, is none atall! We how-| of which the serpent is a figure.) “ And the firs 
ever deny that the original phrase, quoted from ‘born of the poor shall feed, and the needy shail lie 
Rev. xiv. 1]. means an uniimited duration; and down in safety.” The 32nd verse reads, “ What 
pledge ourselves to prove, either Mr. C. to be ig-| shall thea answer the messengers of the nation ’ 
norant of the language he so boastingly taiks of,| The answer is given—*“ That the Lord hath found 
or of its application! To prevent evasion, let it be | ed Zion, (the kingdom of Christ,) and the poor of 
understood, that Mr. C. by an unlimited duration,| bis people (not all bis people) shall trust in it’ 
weans an endless duration. In a qualified sense, a| We therefore conceive the first-born of the 
term of time may be unlim'ted, thet is, no limits! poor,” to be the believing Jews at the coming of 
assigned to it, and a proper authority may apply Christ. “ And the needy shall lie down in safety” 
Jimits, and make that certain which was uncer-| Considering the time spoken of to be the gospel 
fain, because unknown. For instance, judges! church state, the needy and poar, (not rich in their 
have been appointed to office, during good beba- | ownrighteousness) confiding in God, repose in safe- 
viour. It is presumed that they would always be-|ty. “Aad I will kill thy root with famine, and he 
have well, therefore they are appointed for an! (the Roman power,) shall slay thy remnant.” We 
unlimited time : but, strange to tell, and no more are of opinion that the 3lst verse authorizes this, 
strange than true, if they were appointed for, or “ Howl, O gate: cry, O city: thou, whole Pales- 
during their aw, (Mr. C.’s eternity,) they would tina, dissolved. (Destroyed.) For there shall come 
be eppointed for a Hmited time!!! This admit-| from the north o smoke, and none alone in bis ap- 
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pinted times.” That is, a multitude, simultane- 
wysly, shall encompass, and destroy you. 

The above is, we conceive, the most obvious 
seaning of the passage. The judgments of God 


pon the nations who afflicted and carried the 


ios into eaptivity, as well as God's judgments 
son the Jews, were the frequent themes of the 


| popels. 
a 
For tne Gosper Heratp. 
Mr. Editor—Sir, as you have complied with the 
sopest of T. P., be has taken the liberty of send- 
ing you another piece, taken from the Farmer's 
jocesat. I would have sent you the original, 
hut found it impracticable. 

«My business having often called me from 
home, and into different towns, I have had an op- 
vortunity of attending public wership in different 
races. "Believing public worship to be highly 
yseful, both to individuals and society, I seldom 
absent myself on Sundays. When I observe a 
wan in the pulpit, Whose habit and manners are 
jecent, becoming the solemnity of his office, I 
expect his discourse to be reasonable and instruct- 
ing; and I have been seldom or never disappoint- 
cd. By such, during my travels, | have been de- 
lightfully entertained. They represent the char- 
acter of Deity in an amiable and endearing light. 
Preach the pure principles of morality, separated 
from the wild vagaries of ignorance, superstition, 
and delusion—argue from reason, and the nature 
of the moral constitution of things :—express 
themselves with modesty and reserve about things 
unknown and mysterious—avoid all controversial 
and polemical divinity—teach their people, not to 
be confident about those doctrines which have 
been controverted for ages—represent to their 
hearers the evil consequences, both to themselves 
and society, of contending about abstruse and 
metaphysical divinity—teach them the blessings 
of peace and friendship, charity and benevolence 
—declaim all clerical usurpation and tyranny, 
always aiming to make their people more wise 
and good. When I hear such preachers, [ con- 
sider them wise and learned, judicious and good. 
By them I am ever pleased and instructed. I re- 
turn, after hearing them, from the temple, with 
a lively sense of the blessings and importance of 
religion, and of the doctrines and requirements of 
the gospel. Enamoured with such a method of 
preaching, I reverence the clerical order, and am 
convinced of the utility and efficacy of publi¢ 

worship. 

But when I see one rise in the pulpit with a 
sern visage, gloomy and austere, I naturally con- 
sider him a man of contracted views, uncharita- 
ble disposition, and of an assuming character ; 
pretending to be the particular favourites of Hea- 
ven, and to have a clear and infallible knowledge 
of things of futurity, they are conceited, dogmat- 
ical, arrogant, and uncharitable. Not long since 
4 hoard ene ef this deseription preach a sermon 
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ata faneral. A gentleman of his acquaintance 
having lost a son, this clergyman being informed 
of it, earnestly solicited the liberty of preaching 
on the occasion. A considerable number atteud- 
ed, not knowing that this man was to officiate: 
But | found that none, except a few superstitious 
and uninformed people, could relish his hetero- 
geneous discourse. He positively informed us 
that what he said was true; that his doctrines 
were the doctrines of God; and that Christ had 
confirmed them by his resurrection. He declared 
that we were all going to hell—that damnation, 
fire, wrath and brimstone, would be our portion to 
all eternity, unless we repented, reformed, and 
received Christ as our Saviour ; and which, at the 
same time, he told us it was wholly beyond our 
power to do. He also told us that God was the 
author of sin, and yet sinners deserved to suffer 
eternal damnation for and all who 
preached a different doctrine were false and 
treacherous, leading on their hearers to hell and 
damuation! His whole discourse was made up of 
simple assertions, absurd reasonings, and unculti- 
vated expressions The more earnest he was to 
render his discourse consistent, the more confused 
and inconsistent it appeared. 


sinning ; 


As I was returning home, I had the following 
soliloquy. O credulous man, assuming and vain, 
how various have been the opinions of the most 
wise and learned! and what a multiplicity of 
opinions are now in the world about religion, es- 
pecially among the different sects of Mahometans 
and Christians! Divided among themselves, they 
have contended with and persecuted each other, 
by excommunications, banishments, imprison- 
ments and death. This they have done for the 
cause of truth, and the glory of God, as they have 
vainly pretended. Between two and three hun- 
dred sects have already perished, and between 
three and four hundred yet exist, all of whom 
have claimed infallibility ! The leaders of every 
sect, different from the others, assigned for their 
dissent, different reasons ; the most of them have 
involved themselves in an inextricable labyrinth 
of contradictions. As we are none of us certain 
of what passed yesterday, of what is passing this 
very day in this lower creation, how can we at- 
test to the truth of the things of another state of 
existence ? Our understandings are full of illusions 
and frivolity ; and yet the man, whom I have just 
heard, has assumed to decide upon and compre- 
hend every thing. Assuming mortal! By what 
authority dost thou pretend to anathematize, and 
condemn to eternal misery those who differ from 
you? By what right dost thou presume to declare 
thyself the true messenger of the great, invinci- 
ble, and incomprehensible First Cause ef all ; 
and, like a conqueror and a tyrant, to endeavour 
to impose thy creed upon others? Has not God 
created us, as well as you, with eyes, understand- 
ing, and reason? Have we not an equal right to 


| think for ourselyes, and to determine what we 
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onght to reject, and what to believe? If you 
have a right to attack and criminate us for our 
belief, have we not an equal right to defend our- 
selves by retortion ? Art thou an apostle of peace ? 

a preacher of the mild religion of the Saviour, 
whilst thou art thundering out damnation and 
destruction, and endeaveuring to set churches 
and parishes a quarrelling, because they cannot 
see with their eyes? Does the God of justice, 
goodness, end mercy, punish, as you say, a blind- 
ness, which he himself has caused? Are violence 
and persecution, railing and ill-natare, the argu- 
ments by which theu wouldest defend the truth, 
anc vindicate the cause of the Saviour ? 

Having thus reasoned and queried, I resolved 
never to pay any attention to the preaching of 
such a man, however right aud holy he may pre- 
tend to be. Such a character, the ignorant, ma- 
licious and vicious, often approve. I am fully 
convinced that it is much easier for the whole hu- 
man race to fall into an error, than for the prin- 
ciples of reason to scourge their nature. In defi- 
ance of all such preachers, I am determined to 
believe that Godis benevolent and compassionate. 
That he will never require more of his creatures 
than he has given them opportunities and abilities 
to perform ; and that if J am to do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly, b shall be accepted of 
him, and blessed with the blessings of Heaven.— 
Repentance, reformation, and confidence in God's 
mercy, will effectually secure to us the promises, 
reward of the gospel of life, and joy. 


When, from dread Sinai, thunders roar'd around, 
Amaz'd the sinner stood, and heard the sound. 
But when o'er Calyary's top, the Christian's eye 
Beholds a Saviour calm the stormy sky, 

Bright hope sueceeds, to cheer his anxious heart, 
And faith and charity their balms impart. 

Thus, from the pulpit, when fanatics rave, 

And dare to curse whom Jesus died to save, 
Launching anathemas with every breath, 

To frighten fools and babes, with hell and death : 
Preaching the caw, the gospel quite forgot, 

No hope of Heaven to cheer the sinner’s lot ;— 
The Christian, confident ef Jesu’ grace, 
Beholds, unaw'd, (he aNGKY PREACHER’S FACE; 
Bids him rail on, till lungs or hearers fail, 

Aud then renew the oft repeated tale ! 

Jehovah, slander'd, looks indignaat down ; 
(Mercy, the brightest jewel of his crown,) 
Cease, railer, cease, he cries, no more rejoice 

To deal damnation with unhallowed voice ! 

Go, imitate the Saviour’s milder mein, 

Who, to be lov'd, needs vnly to be seen ; 

Pray more—preach less and penitently own 
That Gop mas mexcy, though thyself hast none!!!” 


I think the above lines very applicable to the 


above sermon. 
Yours, respectfully, 
T. P. 
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For tar Gospst Heraty 

To prove that Water Baptism is a Chu istian 

inslifiuion. 

The Society called Quakers, is perhaps the only 
Christian Society in the world that denies Water 
baptism to be a Christian institution. The .), 
ject bas been argued again and again ; and. ,) 
though the ablest writers in the Christian chure) 
have written largely on the subject, yet their ag. 
versaries, in this nineteenth century, come for. 
ward and assert boldly, That it never has been 
proved—-that they presume it never can be prov 
ed that water baptism is a Christian institution 

When Goliath, the mighty champion of th. 
Philistines, for forty days defied the armies of Is 
rael, and Saul, and all his host of warriors, trem 
bled at the sight of him, and durst not engayy 
with him, David, the son of Jesse, although , 
youth, and inexperienced in the science of way. 
fare, stepped forth into the field of battle, to figs 
with this mighty giant ; and, assisted by that Gog 
who rules the destinies of men, he conquered and 
slew him. 

Encouraged by the success of David, in yap. 
quisl.ing the mighty champion of the Philistines. 
and considering it an act of God in protecting his 
chosen people, I come forward in defence of this 
first of all Christian institutions ; and hope, by 
Divine assistance, to be able to prove, beyond 
controversy, that water baptism is a Christian jp. 
stitution ; an’, as such, ought to be acquiesced in 
by all who hear and understand the gospel of 
Christ. 

The Friends presume that they have confuted 
every argument in favour of water baptism, by 
shewing that there is a complete distinction be. 
tween baptism of water and baptism of the Holy 
Ghost; and pretend, that all who approve of 
water baptism, consider them inseparably con- 
nected. Here they are in a great error. We do 
not consider them inseparably connected ; neither 
do we believe that the apostle meant the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost, to the exclusion of water bap- 
tism, when he said, “ One faith, one baptism.” 
Neither do we believe that St. Paul meant to dis. 
courage water baptism, when he thanked God 
that he had baptized no more of the Corinthians 
but that he spake in that way to shew them, that 
if they made such use of baptism as they did, on!y 
to create divisions, one saying, “I am of Paul, 
another, Lam of Apollos, and another, I am: 
Cephas ;” and understood no better the unity ! 
the Christian church; he thanked God that he 
had not been the cause of any more such like di 
Visions. 

My manner of arguing on this important sub- 
ject shall be modelled after that of Christ, whea 
he said to the lawyer, “Go, and do thou like 
wise,’ Luke x. 37. 

When the proud lawyer came to Christ, (0 
question him concerning the duties necessary ‘© 
be performed to ensure eternal life, Christ refer- 
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him first to his own knowledge, saying, 

« What is written in the law? How readest 
: The lawyer rebearsed what he had read, 

vic. “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, @ and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
grength, and with all thy mind ; and thy neigh- 
hour as thyself.” Then said Christ to him, “ Thou 


hast answered right ; this do, and thou shalt live 
pat he, willing to justify himself, said, Who is my 


neighbour?” Christ again refers him to his own 
understanding ; and by relating to him the treat- 
went that the wounded man received from the 
Samaritan, who shewed mercy on him, after he 
bad been neglected by a Priest and Levite, draws 
fom him an acknowledgment that he understood 
very well who acted the part of a neighbour 
«Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou like- 
wise : 

Thus Christ deals with the human race. He 

st convinces our understanding in every thing 
necessary to our salvation, and then requires of us 

practise what we know. 

Seeing this is the plan pursued by Infinite Wis- 
dom, tomake man what God requires him to be ; 
or, in default thereof, to leave him self-condemn- 
ed; I shall undertake to shew what is required of 
man, to make him deserve the name of Christian ; 
and then say, in Christ's words, “ Go, and do thou 
likewise.” 

To be a Christian, we must, in Scripture lan- 
guage, put on Christ. Whatever we find to be a 
Christian’s duty, we must comply with unresery- 
edty. 

We must consider the New Testament in its 
true light; not as a code of laws to form a Chris- 
tian by, but as a light by which we may see what 
a true Christian is. 

The Christian religion was firmly established in 
the world before a word of the New Testament 
was written. 

Christ, the divine Head of the Church, delega- 
ted the power to his disciples, whom he selected 
out of the world to be with him ; to see, and hear, 
and be endued with all that was necessary to con- 
stitute a complete chureh. 

From the New Testament we learn how the 
church began, and how it progressed, while Christ 
remained on earth ; and how it was established, 
and continued to flourish, after his ascension to 
Heaven. 

When we have searched the Scriptures enough 
to know what the disciples of Christ did, as his 
disciples, and in obedience to his precepts; and 
what was required of all mankind, as they valued 
their eternal welfare ; we may then see and feel 
the force of this divine command, “Go, and do 
thou likewise.” 

In this essay I do not intend to enter into 





Though he was 2 man, yet he was the Almighty, 
Omniscient God. What he did, he did right— 
what he sanctioned and approved, he establislied 

He came to John to be baptized of him, that 
he might fulfil all righteousness. After he was 
baptized he prayed, (Luke iii. 21.) and the hea- 
vens were opened, and the Holy Ghost, the third 
person in the ever adorable and glorious Trinity, 
descended in a visible manner upon his sacred 
head ; and a voice from Heaven was beard, at- 
testing his divinity, saying, “ Thou art my beloved 
Son, in thee I am well pleased.” 

In the twenty-sixth year of Christ, John began 
to preach the baptism of repentance for the remis- 
sion of sins ; and in the twenty-seventh, and pro- 
bably on the first opportunity, Christ was bap- 
tized of him in Jordan. 

This baptism of water, called the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins, was thus 
sanctioned by Christ: (Luke iii. 3.) “ And as soon 
as John was cast into prison, Jesus came into Gal- 
ilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 
and saying, the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand; repent ye, and believe the 
gospel.” (Mark i. 14,15.) And, acc®¥ding to John 
iii. 22, 23, 24. “ Just before John was cast into 
prison, in the same year, Jesus and his disciples 
came into the land of Judea, and there he tarried 
with them, and (there they) baptized.” And from 
what follows, it must be confessed that they also 
were baptized of John; for it is thus written, 
“ And John also was baptizing in Enon, near to 
Salim, because there was much water there ; and 
they came and were baptized. 


That water baptism is the baptism that the dis- 
ciples of Christ administered, cannot hear the 
least shadow of doubt: for if it had not been tke 
same kind of baptism that John administered, 
what cause would there have been for the com 
plaint that John’s diseiples made to their Master, 
when they came unto him, and said, “ Rabbi, he 
that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou 
bearest witness, behold the same baptizeth, and 
all men come to him.” Had not this been water 
baptism, and that too, administered in the same 
manner as John’s baptism, surely this complaint 
never would have This, and this 
alone, if there was no other corroborative provi 
on the subject, furnishes incontestable evidence 
that the baptism administered by the disciples of 
Christ, and under bis immediate superintendence, 
was water baptism. 

John, instead of being alarmed at the idea of 
being outdone by a rival, answered in the most 
exalted strains of the Messiah, like one more than 
aprophet. He declares Christ to be the only Sa 
viour, to whom the Father giveth not the Spirit 
by measure. He says moreover, “ The Father 


been made. 


any arguments to prove the existence of God, or|loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
the divinity of Christ ; but shall consider Christ, | bands : and he that believeth on the Son, hath 


as the sacred writings affirm of him, “ God man- 
lest in the flesh.” 


| everlasting life.” 


This baptism of repentance for the remission of 
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sins, which Jobn preached and administered, this 
same water baptism was preached and administer 
ed by Jesus and bis disciples; insomuch that they 
were reported to the Pharisees as having made and 
baptized more disciples than Johan. Though Je- 
sus himse!f, as Head of bis church, thus to be en- 
larged, did not himself put the proselytes into the 
water, bat the disciples, whom he was about to 
exercise in all the fanctions of his visible church, 
and to whom he was soon to leave the care of all 
ehurch matters, except that of baptizing with the 
Holy Ghost, these administered this sacred rite. 
In this may be clearly traced that remarkable dis- 
tinction between John’s baptism and the baptism 
of Christ, of wnich John speaks when he says, 
“I indeed baptize you with water; but one 


mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes | 


Iam not worthy to unloose; he shal! baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 

Though Clist did not with bis own hands bap- 
tize with water, yet baptizing with water was 
adoyted by him, as the badge of initiation into his 
visible cburch, under the same title, and for the 
samé intention as the baptism of Jobn. R.W. 

(To be continued.) 
RR 
* Sinners in the hand of an angry God.” 

The above is the motto to “4 Sermon preached 
at Enfield, July 8, 1741, at a lime of great awaken- 
ings ; and attended with remarkable impressions on 
many of te hoarers. By the late Rev. Jonatuan 
Eovwanvps, President of the College of N. J.” ‘Cext, 
Deut. xxx1. 35. “ Their feel shall slide in due time.” 

Mr. E. speaking of sinners, says, “ They de- 
serve to be cast into hell, so that divine justice 
never stands in the way, They are already under 
a sentence of condemnation to hell. Every un- 
converted man properly belongs to hell. The rea- 
son why they do not go down to hell at each mo- 
meat, is not because God, in whose power they 
are, is not then very angry with them ; as angry 
as he is with many of those miserable creatures 
that he is now tormenting in hell, and do there feel 
and bear the fierceness pf his wrath. Yea, God 
is a great deal more angry with great numbers thet 
are now on earth; yea, doubtless, with many that 
are now in this congregation, that it may be, are 
at ease and quiet, than he is with many of those 
that are now in the flames of hell. The devil 
stauds ready to seize upon them as his own, at 
what moment God shal! permithim. They belong 
tohim! He has their souls in his possession, and 
under his dominion. The Scripture represents 
them as his coods. Luke xi. 12.” (This is probably 
a typographical error. We think the 2Ist verse is 
intended.) “ Natural men are held in the hand of 
God over the pit of hell: they have deserved the 
fiery pit, and are already sentenced to it ; and God 
is dreadfully provoked: his anger is as great to- 
ward them as to those that are actually suffering 
the execution of the fierceness of his wrath: in 


hell.’ Agaiu—* There is nothing that keeps Wick-| 
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ed men at any one moment out of hell, but 


mere yee of God. By the mere pleasure 
. mean his sovereign pleasure, * ae Ka 
will.” . 


Reader, is not this wonderful ? that God's « 
vereign will and pleasure” should keep nen oul 6 
hell, and, at the same time, be wore angry w 4 
those that are out, than those who are in hell ; 
According to this, God's anger abates, when, \.. 
at the very time he is tormenting them wit my 
evuceivable misery ! What kiad of @ being is 14; 
When he is most enraged, be lets his enemies, ¢ 
|those with whom he is so terribly provoked, nd 
|clear! But, the moment his anger abate hq 
ments them!!! 

In this sermon the word Hell occurs Sorty-ning 
times! The whole Scriptures of the Old and \ey 
Testaments do not mention the word hell, used 
|as a state, or place of punishment, or suffering, « 
many times as this single sermon of thirty pages 
iS8mo.!!! And, besides, in addition to the jp. 
| quent use of the words “ devil, devils, damnatiyn, 
| damned,” are “ furnaces, flames, flastes, fire and 
|swords, hungry lions, fire and brimsione, fier 
jovens, fiery pit, lake of burning brimstone, drea: 
\fui pit, glowing flames, worid of misery, bottom 
less gulf, black clouds of wrath, dreadt{ul story: 
thunder, rough winds, whirlwinds, floods of ve, 
geance, fiery floods, arrows drunk with blood, {, 
nace of wrath, bottomless pit, fire of wrath, doly 
rous cries and shrieks, awiul vengeance, and jj; 
rible misery!” A tremendous catalogue of fire 
and furies ; enough, we thiok, to curdle the blood 
of the bruta! executioners of a Roman inquisitiou 
But—notl one word is said in this sermon, (if it cay 
be called a sermon,) of the gospel of Christ. No 
not one! It is one of those cold-blooded and tre. 
mendous productions, that sometimes flit across 
ihe mental heavens, eclipsing humanity and co. 
mou sense. 
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| My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth 

peace. Iam for peace: bul when I speak, thes 

arc for war.” Psa. cxx. 6, 7. . 

How humiliating is the condition to which man 
is reduced by sin? What strange perversion o 
every faculty ? What pernicious consequences re. 
sult from an unguiet and malevolent disposition ’ 
The declaration of the Psalmist, if it needed cor 
roboration, is sufficiently approved by the exhor. 
tation of an apostie, “ If it Le possible, as wuch as 
lieth in you, live peaceably with all men ;” jadi. 
rectly admitting the poss:bility of the attemst 
;proving abortive! A revengeful disposition is its 
jown punisher. In the fury of insatiable malice, 
jthe miserable recipient, in a paroxysm of rage, 
preys upon his own vitals. Revenge, the ruling 
passion, indiscriminately devours friends and foes, 
and converts, in unrelenting cruelty, the last relics 
of the bereaved sufferer into a mental charne 
house. Like the maddened warrior, grown {a 
'miliar with blood and carnage, the tocsin of war, 
| grating harsh thunder, is more delightful than the 
jmild influences and repose of heaven-Lorn peace. 
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